520	THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR
burg and Paris. The ultimatums were of a kind to which
only one answer is possible, and Germany declared war on
Russia on the 1st August, and on France on the 3rd August,
A few days' delay might in all probability have saved
Europe from one of the greatest calamities in history^5
How far Berehtolcl was, however, from the slightest in-
tention of really and honestly yielding to mediation and
stopping the Austrian advance in Serbia is now unmistak-
ably revealed in the protocol of the minutes of the Minis-
terial Council After stating Grey's last proposal and Beth-
mann's strong urging that it be accepted, Berehtok! pointed
out that experience showed that mediatory Powers always
tried to reach a compromise by forcing one Power to pare
down the conditions it had made:
It was probable that they would attempt this now also,
when in the present conjuncture France, England, and Italy
also would represent the Russian standpoint, and we [Aus-
tria] should have a very doubtful support in the present
German Ambassador in London. From Prince Lichnowsky
everything else was to be expected except that he would
represent our interests warmly. If the action should end
now merely with a gain of prestige, it would in my opinion
have been undertaken wholly in vain. From a mere occu-
pation of Belgrade we fihould gain absolutely nothing even
if Russia should give her consent to it All this would be
mere tinsel [Flittcrwcrk]. Russia would come forward as
the savior of Serbia, and especially of the Serbian army.
The latter would remain intact, and in two or three years
we should again have to look forward to the attack of Serbia
under much more unfavorable conditions,
He had therefore had an audience with Francis Joseph, His
Majesty had at once declared that there could be no check
placed upon military operations, but accepted the plan "that
we should carefully avoid accepting the English proposal in
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